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Dear  EUKI  Community

I t  was a  great  p leasure  to  wi tness the
dynamism that  permeated our  recent  EUKI
Network ing Conference 2024 on 14 and 15
May.  This  f ina l  report  encapsulates  the
signi f icant  ins ights  gained and the
col laborat ive  spi r i t  fostered throughout
the two-day  event ,  which sought  to
advance our  jo int  commitment  to  dr iv ing
forward the  green t ransi t ion.

FOREWORD

The chal lenges posed by  c l imate  change
transcend nat ional  borders ,  demanding a
uni f ied  and cohesive  response.
Fortunate ly ,  the  weal th  of  expert ise  shared
at  the  conference by  specia l is ts  f rom
dif ferent  f ie lds  shows that ,  together ,  we
are  capable  of  and committed to  p lay ing
our  part  in  achiev ing the  EU’s  c l imate
targets.

As we move c loser  to  2030,  our
d iscussions have underscored the  need for
a  swif t  and inc lus ive  approach to
implement ing the  European Green Deal .  I t
is  impressive  to  wi tness the  dedicat ion
with  which EUKI  pro jects  f rom countr ies  in
Centra l  and Eastern  Europe are  tackl ing
pressing c l imate  issues.

My key  takeaways f rom the panel
d iscussion wi th  representat ives  of  EUKI
pro jects  were  as  fo l lows:  I  was thr i l led  to
see the  d ivers i ty  of  issues being
addressed by  EUKI  pro jects.  But  i t 's  a lso
about  quant i ty ,  not  just  qual i ty .  The
success stor ies  shared wi th  me on stage
showcase what  European c l imate  act ion
tru ly  looks l ike  on the  ground.  I  encourage
you to  spread these inspi r ing  stor ies  far
and wide!

I  am conf ident  that  the  ins ights  gained and
the partnerships  re inforced at  the
conference wi l l  cata lyse fur ther  act ion and
foster  deeper  engagement  across Europe.
Moving forward ,  le t  us  cont inue to  se ize
every  conceivable  opportuni ty  to  advance
the green t ransi t ion.

I  look forward to  our  cont inued
col laborat ion and the  next  EUKI  Network ing
Conference in  2026.

Warm regards ,

Dr  S imon Marr
Head of  D iv is ion European Cl imate  Pol icy
European Cl imate  In i t iat ive
Federa l  Min ist ry  for  Economic Affa i rs  and Cl imate  Act ion
(BMWK)

Dr  S imon Marr  de l iver ing a  keynote
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EUKI NETWORKING
CONFERENCE 2024
Joining Hands to Drive the Green Transition Forward

5th EUKICON in  Ber l in

On 14 and 15 May ,  181 part ic ipants  at tended the  EUKI  Network ing Conference in  Ber l in ,
t ravel l ing  f rom across Europe to  meet  the i r  peers  in  person.  The conference a imed to
inspi re  c l imate  act ion professionals ,  f rom EUKI  pro ject  coordinators  and pol i t ic ians to
researchers  and industry  representat ives ,  to  share  ideas and come up wi th  new ones.  
This  report  summarises the  h ighl ights  of  the  packed EUKICON24 Agenda for  you.  
En joy  reading!  

Part ic ipants

181 part ic ipants  gathered f rom over  23 countr ies  across Europe for  EUKICON24.
Together ,  they  represented more than 100 organisat ions f rom 50-p lus  EUKI  pro jects.

181 100+ 50+
Organisat ions EUKI  pro jects

23
Countr ies

EUKICON24 in  Numbers

Group p icture  of  par t ic ipants  and the  EUKI  Secretar iat



DAY 1
Forming a Strong Coalition
for Climate Action
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The f i rst  day of  the EUKI  Networking Conference 2024 la id  a  sol id  foundat ion for
dia logue and col laborat ion,  re inforcing the shared commitment  to  advancing c l imate
act ion across Europe.  I t  brought  together  key players  in  European c l imate act ion,
academics,  industry  representat ives and pol icymakers.  Their  d iscussions and input
highl ighted ongoing efforts  and potent ia l  in  regard to  achieving c l imate goals
through col lect ive  act ion and innovat ive  solut ions.  

Before  the  conference off ic ia l ly  k icked off ,  State  Secretary  Sven Giegold  took a
moment  to  explore  the  innovat ive  ideas behind ongoing EUKI - funded pro jects :  Sun-
Shar ing – Support ing Solar  Energy  Communit ies  in  South-East  Europe ,  Renocal ly  –
Munic ipal  Renovat ion Act ion Plans ,  and Cooperat ive  Transi t ion  of  Pol ish  and Bulgar ian
Coal  Regions.  These were  just  a  few of  the  many pro jects  showcased in  the  EUKI
poster  ga l lery .  State  Secretary  Giegold  quipped:  ‘That ’s  a  shocking number  of  posters ! ’

Group p icture ,  f rom lef t  to  r ight  ( f . l . t . r . ) :  Mik los  Mart in ,  Anna Niemczyk ,  I ryna Holovko,  Mar ie  Wonneberger ,  Nele
Bünner ,  E lsa  Benhöfer ,  State  Secretary  Sven Giegold ,  U l r ike  Le is ,  Dragomir  Tsanev ,  Dr  S imon Marr ,  Marko Starčev ić ,
Audrey  Mathieu ,  Krassimira  Dimit rova and Col league

https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/sunsharing-solar-energy-communities/
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/sunsharing-solar-energy-communities/
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/renocally-municipal-renovation-action-plans/
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/cooperative-transition-coal-regions/
https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/cooperative-transition-coal-regions/


On the f i rst  day,  moderator  Marianna
Evenstein  invi ted to  the stage EUKI
Director  Nele  Bünner  for  a  welcome
address,  BMWK State  Secretary  Sven
Giegold  for  a  keynote on European c l imate
pol icy ,  and Anna Niemcyzk,  I ryna Holovko
and Miklos Marton,  three pol icy  experts
from the EUKI  Community ,  for  a  panel
discussion.  The off ic ia l  opening can be
viewed in  fu l l  here.

Nele  Bünner ,  Co-Di rector  of  the  EUKI
Secretar iat ,  h ighl ighted the  conference 's
value by  point ing out  the  broad range of
part ic ipants  and the  importance of  shar ing
perspect ives  on c l imate  act ion.  ‘The
European Cl imate  In i t iat ive ,  s ince i ts
incept ion in  2017,  has funded 210 pro jects
with  a  tota l  of  EUR 95 mi l l ion ,  involv ing
440 organisat ions across Europe in  the
process , ’  noted Bünner ,  underscor ing the
in i t iat ive 's  extensive  impact  and the
col laborat ive  spi r i t  i t  fosters.  Around 100
of  these organisat ions ,  represent ing 51
completed or  ongoing pro jects ,  were
present  at  EUKICON24.  Bünner  warmly
inv i ted them to  engage wi th  the i r  peers ,
experts ,  and pol icymakers ,  and to  use the
opportuni ty  afforded by  the  conference to
exchange ideas and exper iences.
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Official Opening

Progress so Far and Challenges Ahead

‘I'm very excited to finally meet many of you in
person, having just joined the EUKI team at the

beginning of this year. At that time, we also
launched the 8th EUKI Call for Project Ideas. A
total of 231 project ideas were submitted. For

you, that's just a number. For us, it was a 28 per
cent increase in project ideas submitted,

compared with previous years. These numbers
are evidence of the urgent need to tackle climate

change challenges, and also of your never-
ending, inspiring ideas of how to tackle those

challenges.’ 
– Nele Bünner, EUKI

Submitted Project Ideas

Nele  Bünner  hold ing the  welcoming speech

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r8sprGlBxU


State  Secretary  Sven Giegold  f rom the
German Federa l  Min ist ry  for  Economic
Affa i rs  and Cl imate  Act ion (BMWK)
del ivered a  compel l ing  address on
European c l imate  pol icy .  Ref lect ing on
Europe ’s  commitment  to  c l imate  act ion
amidst  g lobal  cr ises such as  the  COVID-19
pandemic ,  economic pressure ,  and
Russia ’s  at tack on Ukra ine ,  Sven Giegold
stated:  ‘ In  th is  moment ,  the  Green Deal
was put  into  pract ice ,  and we managed to
vote  on a l l  the  d i f ferent  b i ts  of  leg is lat ion
which wi l l  change the  way we do business ,
bui ld  bui ld ings ,  organise  mobi l i ty ,  and
produce energy. ’
The State  Secretary  drew at tent ion to  the
European Cl imate  Law f ramework for
making Europe the  f i rst  c l imate-neutra l
cont inent  and the  ro le  of  the  ‘F i t  for  55 ’
package in  set t ing  legal ly  b inding
obl igat ions.  ‘For  the  f i rst  t ime,  we have
enacted env i ronmental  leg is lat ion and,  at
the  same t ime,  int roduced b inding socia l
redist r ibut ion requi rements  wi th  the
European Socia l  C l imate  Fund, ’  he
expla ined ,  emphasis ing the  hol is t ic
approach to  c l imate  and socia l  pol icy
offered by  the  redist r ibut ion of  revenue
generated through CO2 emission
cert i f icates.
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Keynote by State Secretary
Sven Giegold

Standing Strong in Times of Crisis

Highl ight ing the  pract ica l  progress made,
the  State  Secretary  shared:  ‘Last  year ,
Germany a lone saw 14 g igawatts  of  new
photovol ta ic  insta l lat ions ,  t ranslat ing to
one mi l l ion  new solar  entrepreneurs. ’  Th is
ref lects  the  tangib le  impact  of  pol icy
measures on renewable  energy  adopt ion
and the  broader  societa l  sh i f t  towards
susta inable  pract ices.

Looking ahead,  Sven Giegold  st ressed the
importance of  implement ing the  Green
Deal  and foster ing economic opportuni t ies
through green innovat ion ,  not  least  in  less
advanced areas such as  agr icu l ture  and
biodivers i ty .  ‘We need a  Green Deal
industr ia l  p lan to  implement  green
achievements  and se ize  economic
opportuni t ies , ’  he  sa id ,  ca l l ing  for  a
support ive  env i ronment  for  future
industr ies  and innovators.
In  a  broader  geopol i t ica l  context ,  the  State
Secretary  under l ined the  importance of
European sol idar i ty  in  t imes of  tension ,
especia l ly  when i t  comes to  support ing
countr ies  such as  Georgia  in  the i r  pursui t
of  European integrat ion and democrat ic
values.  ‘ In  th is  moment ,  I  would  say  we are
al l  Georgians , ’  he  declared ,  accentuat ing
the interconnectedness of  c l imate  act ion
and democrat ic  pr inc ip les.

State  Secretary  Sven Giegold  hold ing a  keynote

 ‘With your [EUKI] projects, you bear the brunt
of pressure from many backward-looking

populists, because you link Europe and the
climate. And I can tell you on behalf of the

German government that we will not give in to
this pressure.’ 

– State Secretary Sven Giegold, BMWK

https://www.bmwk.de/Navigation/EN/Home/home.html
https://www.bmwk.de/Navigation/EN/Home/home.html
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EUKI  pol icy  experts  I ryna Holovko,
Mik los  Marton and Anna Niemczyk
jo ined the  State  Secretary  on stage for  a
spi r i ted  d iscussion that  emphasised the
cr i t ica l  ro le  p layed by  c iv i l  society  in
achiev ing a  fa i r  c l imate  t ransi t ion
across Centra l  and Eastern  Europe.
Moderator  Mar ianna Evenste in  opened
by h ighl ight ing concerns about  r is ing
costs  resul t ing  f rom new carbon pr ic ing
mechanisms.  I ryna Holovko ,  an  advisor
f rom Adelphi  Research ,  spoke about  the
important  ro le  of  c iv i l  society  in
ident i fy ing and support ing vu lnerable
communit ies  affected by  these changes.
‘C iv i l  society  possesses the  necessary
knowledge and access to  he lp
governments  design effect ive  pol ic ies , ’
she noted ,  underscor ing the  need for
the i r  involvement  in  implement ing the
Socia l  C l imate  Fund.  State  Secretary
Giegold  e laborated on the  issue of
integrat ing socia l  equi ty  into  c l imate
pol icy .  He st ressed that  ‘c l imate  pol icy
and socia l  equal i ty  are  not  opposi tes ’
and advocated for  inc lus ive  approaches
that  involve  c i t izens and businesses as
partners.  

EUKICON24 Report

Panel Discussion with EUKI Project Members
and State Secreatry Sven Giegold

Engaging Civil Society for a Just Climate Transition

Panel  d iscussion ,  f . l . t . r . :  Mar ianna Evenste in ,  Anna Niemczyk ,  I ryna Holovko,  Mik los  Marton and State  Secretary
Sven Giegold

Miklos Marton ,  C l imate  &  Energy
Transformat ion Off icer  at  the  Nat ional
Society  of  Conservat ionists  – Fr iends
of  the  Earth  Hungary  (MTVSZ) ,
h ighl ighted the  need to  educate
pol i t ic ians about  the  benef i ts  of
c l imate  act ion.  
He st ressed the  importance of  making
the case for  c l imate  in i t iat ives  in
s imple ,  c lear  terms.  Marton a lso
pointed to  the  economic advantages
deta i led  in  the  Par is  Pact  Payoff  report
by  Cl imate  Act ion Network  (CAN)
Europe ,  which demonstrates  the  socia l
and economic benef i ts  of  ear ly
investment  in  c l imate  act ion.

Anna Niemczyk ,  Senior  Researcher  at
the  Inst i tute  of  Power  Engineer ing –
Nat ional  Research Inst i tute  ( IEN) ,
shared ins ights  f rom Poland,  focusing
on the  integrat ion of  renewable  energy
and hydrogen technologies  to  a id  hard-
to -decarbonise  industr ies.  She cal led
for  pol icy  f rameworks ,  f inancia l
incent ives ,  and cross-sectora l
col laborat ion to  support  these
transi t ions.

https://adelphiresearch.com/
https://mtvsz.hu/en
https://mtvsz.hu/en
https://mtvsz.hu/en
https://caneurope.org/content/uploads/2024/01/CAN-Europe-co-benefits-of-climate-action_REPORT.pdf
https://caneurope.org/
https://ien.com.pl/en/
https://ien.com.pl/en/
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Anna Niemczyk in  a  panel  d iscussion

‘We need to propagate the relevant
knowledge, because once the various

stakeholders, governments, industry and
civil society understand why we are doing

what we are doing and that they have a
part to play in reaching the goals, they will

be more willing to get involved in the
initiatives.’ 

– Anna Niemczyk, IEN

In  c los ing ,  State  Secretary  Giegold
expressed h is  appreciat ion for  the
effor ts  of  c iv i l  society  and local  actors
in  advancing renewable  energy  pro jects ,
drawing at tent ion to  Germany ’s  near  100
per  cent  renewable  energy  use on sunny
days.  He cal led  for  ongoing
col laborat ion and innovat ion ,
under l in ing the  fact  that  substant ia l
progress is  both  possib le  and essent ia l .
The session ended wi th  a  reminder  of
the  v i ta l  ro le  p layed by  c iv i l  society  and
local  in i t iat ives  in  dr iv ing forward the
green t ransi t ion ,  wi th  a  hopeful  out look
for  overcoming chal lenges through
col lect ive  effor t .



Keynote by Dr Simon Marr

Uniting for Common Ground 
in the Green Transition

The session highl ighted both the
stat ist ical  impact  of  EUKI  projects  and the
personal  stor ies  of  those involved.  I t
featured an engaging keynote by  Dr  Simon
Marr ,  fo l lowed by a  panel  d iscussion.  The
session a lso included a  short  v ideo on
EUKI ’s  achievements  to  date.  Watch the
recording of  th is  session here.
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EUKI Success Stories: 
The People Behind EUKI Projects

Dr S imon Marr ,  Head of  D iv is ion for
European Cl imate  Pol icy  and the
European Cl imate  In i t iat ive  (EUKI)  at
Germany 's  Federa l  Min ist ry  for
Economic Affa i rs  and Cl imate  Act ion
(BMWK) ,  h ighl ighted the  v i ta l  ro le  of
col laborat ion in  dr iv ing forward the
green t ransi t ion  dur ing h is  speech at
the  conference.  He emphasised the  need
for  uni ty  amidst  d i f fer ing nat ional
f rameworks ,  and the  importance of
standing f i rm against  any  ro l lback on
cl imate  pol ic ies.  Dr  Marr  underscored
the s igni f icant  progress made under  the
European Green Deal  and the  F i t  for  55
package,  s t ressing that  the  focus must
now be on effect ive  implementat ion
across a l l  sectors ,  inc luding the  lagging
agr icu l tura l  sector .  

Dr  Marr  a lso spoke about  the
importance of  engaging wi th  younger
generat ions and leveraging
dig i ta l isat ion and ar t i f ic ia l  in te l l igence
(AI)  to  enhance c l imate  act ion.  He
pra ised the  EUKI  Community  for  i ts
innovat ive  solut ions and broad
expert ise ,  ca l l ing  for  these ideas to  be
scaled up wi th  appropr iate  pol i t ica l
support .  His  remarks set  the  stage for
fur ther  d iscussions on industr ia l
decarbonisat ion and other  cr i t ica l
topics  dur ing the  conference.  In
conclus ion ,  Dr  Marr 's  speech was a  ca l l
to  act ion in  which he advocated for
cont inued cooperat ion ,  learn ing ,  and
shar ing of  best  pract ices to  achieve
Europe 's  ambit ious c l imate  goals .  

‘We must stand united against any
rollback on climate policy. The value of
your work cannot be overstated. You are

making an impact not just in your own
countries, but right across Europe. As we
move closer to 2030, our focus must be

implementation, implementation,
implementation.’ 

– Dr Simon Marr, BMWK

He pointed out  that  achiev ing the  2040
inter im target  for  c l imate  neutra l i ty  is
crucia l  for  guid ing post -2030 c l imate
and energy  f rameworks.  He made c lear
that  a l l  sectors  must  prepare  for  net -
zero  emissions ,  drawing at tent ion to  the
dual  benef i ts  of  reducing emissions and
strengthening Europe ’s  economic
compet i t iveness.

Dr  S imon Marr  hold ing a  keynote

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHkBjkjKp9w
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After  the  keynote ,  a  d iverse panel  of
experts  shared the i r  exper iences and
success stor ies  f rom ongoing EUKI
pro jects.  Adrianna Borowicz  d iscussed
her  work  in  journal ism,  h ighl ight ing
projects  that  foster  c l imate  act ion
awareness among the publ ic .  Yasen
Georgiev,  f rom the Economic Pol icy
Inst i tute  Bulgar ia ,  presented a  database
of  near ly  300 c l imate- re lated pro jects ,
showcasing best  pract ices and lessons
learned for  improving the  eff ic iency  of
EU funding.  As he was keen to  point  out ,
‘we inv i ted c i t izens to  submit  pract ices
to  our  open-access database ,  making
the process inc lus ive  and t ransparent . ’
Zsof ia  Pej ,  C l imate  Program Leader  at
Energiak lub Cl imate  Pol icy  and Appl ied
Science ,  ta lked about  a  susta inable
bui ld ing renovat ion pro ject  in  Hungary ,
focusing on peer - to -peer  learn ing and
the benef i ts  of  c i rcu lar  economy
pract ices.  She noted:  ‘The interest  f rom
local  publ ic  author i t ies  was greater  than
expected ,  and we saw some t ru ly
inspi r ing  pract ices f rom German
munic ipal i t ies. ’

EUKICON24 Report

Success Stories and Insights

Panel  d iscussion ,  f . l . t . r . :  Moderator  Mar ianna Evenste in ,  Adr ianna Borowicz ,  Yasen Georgiev ,  Zsof ia  Pej ,
A leksandra  Szmur l ik -Dominguez ,  and Dr  S imon Marr

Aleksandra Szmurl ik-Dominguez,  f rom
WiseEuropa,  shared ins ights  into
increasing socia l  acceptance of  wind
energy  through stakeholder  engagement
and col laborat ion in  Poland,  Greece and
Latv ia .  She ref lected:  ‘Work ing wi th
di f ferent  sectors  to  f ind common
ground has had a  s igni f icant  impact  in
terms of  increasing acceptance. ’

Dr  Marr  responded to  these shared
ins ights  by  under l in ing the  s igni f icance
of  d ivers i ty  and posi t ive  storyte l l ing  in
dr iv ing c l imate  act ion.  He remarked:
‘We need to  br ing out  posi t ive  stor ies
of  how c l imate  change effor ts  are
paying off  and of  ways we can partner
wi th  those affected ,  t reat ing them as
equals.  These stor ies  h ighl ight  impact
and innovat ion wi th in  the  EUKI
Community  and underscore  the
importance of  shar ing successes to
inspi re  fur ther  act ion. ’

https://www.epi-bg.org/index.php/en/
https://www.epi-bg.org/index.php/en/
https://energiaklub.hu/
https://energiaklub.hu/
https://wise-europa.eu/en/


Dr Lynn Kaack ,  Assistant  Professor  of
Computer  Sc ience and Publ ic  Pol icy  at
the  Hert ie  School ,  Ber l in  and Co-founder
of  C l imate  Change AI ,  de l ivered an
ins ightfu l  keynote.  She expla ined how
AI ,  and machine learn ing in  genera l ,  can
be leveraged in  var ious c l imate- re lated
projects.  She began by  int roducing some
fundamentals  and descr ib ing the
di f ference between t radi t ional  computer
models  and machine learn ing ,
emphasis ing how the lat ter  can infer
funct ions f rom large datasets  wi thout
predef ined equat ions.  She then prov ided
examples of  usefu l  AI  appl icat ions for
c l imate  act ion ,  such as  moni tor ing crop
heal th  us ing sate l l i te  imagery ,
forecast ing renewable  energy
product ion ,  and opt imis ing heat ing and
cool ing systems to  reduce waste.
Taking an example  f rom urban p lanning ,
Dr  Kaack then h ighl ighted how AI  can
assist  in  urban p lanning by  prov id ing
real - t ime s imulat ions for  designing
more susta inable  and l iveable  c i t ies.
She concluded her  presentat ion by
discussing the  l imi tat ions of  AI ,
inc luding the  need for  vast  amounts  of
data ,  the  necessi ty  for  ta i lored models ,
and the  potent ia l  b iases inherent  in  AI
systems.

This  session offered a  comprehensive
explorat ion of  how AI  and digi ta l
technologies can enhance c l imate act ion
efforts.  The two speakers,  Dr  Lynn Kaack
and Francesca Br ia ,  a lso addressed
chal lenges and ethical  considerat ions.
The ful l  session can be v iewed here.
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Digital Transformation 
and Innovation in Climate Action

Marianna Evenste in  opened the  session ,
st ressing the  re levance of  d ig i ta l isat ion
and AI  in  the  current  c l imate  act ion
landscape.  She acknowledged the  rapid
advancements  in  AI  and the
uncerta int ies  surrounding i ts  long- term
impact ,  h ighl ight ing the  need for
c l imate  act ion professionals  to  harness
these technologies  effect ive ly .

Keynote by Dr Lynn Kaack

How to Use AI for 
Climate Action

Moderator  Mar ianna Evenste in  together  wi th  Dr  Lynn
Kaack answer ing quest ions f rom the audience

https://www.climatechange.ai/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrC_hHKwSKI


Francesca Br ia ,  Honorary  Professor  at  the
Inst i tute  for  Innovat ion and Publ ic
Purpose ,  Univers i ty  Col lege London (UCL)
and Execut ive  Board Member  of
Radiote lev is ione I ta l iana (RAI) ,  jo ined
vi r tual ly  to  d iscuss the  governance of
urban data  and AI  as  d ig i ta l  commons.  She
pointed to  the  need to  a l ign  d ig i ta l
innovat ion wi th  socia l  and env i ronmental
susta inabi l i ty ,  drawing on her  exper ience
of  t ransforming urban env i ronments  in
c i t ies  such as  Barcelona.  Br ia  accentuated
the importance of  urban data  sovere ignty
and t ransparency when i t  comes to
empower ing c i t izens and ensur ing that
urban data  serves the  publ ic  interest .  
She st ressed the  necessi ty  of  par t ic ipatory
democracy ,  h ighl ight ing the  cr i t ica l  ro le  of
involv ing c i t izens in  decis ion-making
processes to  enhance the  success of
c l imate  in i t iat ives  and ensure  they  ref lect
community  needs and preferences.
Addi t ional ly ,  she shared examples of
successfu l  urban data  pro jects ,  such as
the Barcelona superblocks ,  which a imed to
reduce car  t raff ic ,  c reate  green spaces
and improve urban l iveabi l i ty .
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Keynote by Francesca Bria

Urban Data and Artificial Intelligence as
Digital Commons

The session concluded wi th  a  Q&A
segment ,  where  audience members
ra ised quest ions about  the  res i l ience of
AI  systems in  the  face of  cyber -at tacks ,
the  appl icabi l i ty  of  AI  in  rura l  areas ,  and
the customisat ion of  AI  models.  Both  Dr
Kaack and Br ia  prov ided ins ightfu l
responses ,  addressing the  technical  and
strategic  aspects  of  implement ing AI  in
a  c l imate  act ion context .  Thei r
d iscussion a lso reaff i rmed the
importance of  cross-d isc ip l inary
col laborat ion and a  robust  governance
framework wi th  regard to  maximis ing
the benef i ts  of  d ig i ta l  innovat ion for
achiev ing c l imate  goals .

‘Involving citizens in the decision-making
process around net zero and climate-
neutral action plans is critical to their

success. With today’s digital tools and a
hybrid method of online democracy and

offline democracy, it is possible to extract
collective intelligence from people and

move towards a more participatory
democracy.’ 

– Francesca Bria, UCL London

At  the  conference ,  the  quest ion arose as
to  how to  pronounce EUKI .  How would
you pronounce i t?  

Image created wi th  AI

https://www.barcelona.cat/pla-superilla-barcelona/mapa/en/#a_0__&
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Kateř ina Davidová  f rom the Center  for
Transport  and Energy  in  Prague prov ided
an overv iew of  the  emissions prof i le  of
European industr ies.  She st ressed that
the industr ia l  sector  is  responsib le  for
more than a  quarter  of  Europe 's
emissions ,  wi th  s igni f icant
contr ibut ions f rom hard- to -abate
sectors  such as  steel ,  cement  and
chemicals .  Davidová out l ined the
chal lenge of  decarbonis ing these
sectors ,  not ing that  many of  the
requis i te  technologies ,  such as
hydrogen and carbon capture ,  are  not
yet  used at  scale.

EUKICON24 Report

Kateř ina  Davidová hold ing a  keynote

Needs and Potentials 
of the Industrial Decarbonisation
EUKICON24 featured an in-depth
session focused on the needs and
potent ia l  of  industr ia l  decarbonisat ion
– a  cr i t ical  topic ,  g iven the substant ia l
emissions generated by  the industr ia l
sector  in  Europe.  Fol low this  l ink  for
the fu l l  v ideo recording of  th is  panel
discussion.

Setting the Scene

Insights from Industry Leaders
Carol in  Boßmeyer  of  Heidelberg  Mater ia ls
descr ibed her  company ’s  approach to
decarbonisat ion.  She emphasised the
importance of  leadership  and a
commitment  to  ambit ious c l imate  targets ,
h ighl ight ing the  mul t inat ional  German
bui ld ing mater ia ls  company ’s  goal  of
achiev ing net -zero  emissions by  2050.  
Boßmeyer  deta i led  the  var ious st rategies
employed,  such as  improving energy
eff ic iency ,  us ing a l ternat ive  raw
mater ia ls ,  and p ioneer ing carbon capture
and storage (CCS)  technologies.  ‘We need
solut ions that  are  h ighly  scalable  to  meet
the demands of  the  g lobal  chal lenges , ’
she said.  She a lso underscored the  need
for  communicat ion and col laborat ion wi th
stakeholders  to  ensure  societa l
acceptance and support  for
decarbonisat ion effor ts .  

Malte  Bornkamm  f rom the German Federa l
Min ist ry  for  Economic Affa i rs  and Cl imate
Act ion (BMWK) d iscussed the  urgency of
invest ing in  the  r ight  technologies  for
c l imate  neutra l i ty .  He noted that  many
industr ia l  insta l lat ions are  due for
re investment  and that  the  European
Union ’s  Emissions Trading System (ETS)
prov ides a  carbon pr ice  incent ive.
Bornkamm pointed to  the  need for
comprehensive  pol ic ies ,  inc luding carbon
border  adjustments  and funding
mechanisms,  to  support  the  t ransi t ion
and mainta in  compet i t iveness.  ‘ In  the
medium to  long term,  we need what  we
cal l  ‘g reen lead markets ’ .  These new
goods,  l ike  green steel  and green cement ,
have to  be compet i t ive  on the  market , ’  he
stated.

https://www.cde-org.cz/en/home
https://www.cde-org.cz/en/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5gef8IMPmM
https://www.heidelbergmaterials.com/en/sustainability/we-decarbonize-the-construction-industry
https://www.heidelbergmaterials.com/en/sustainability/we-decarbonize-the-construction-industry
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Challenges and Opportunities
Michaela  Hletkova Ploszeková  f rom
Volkswagen Slovakia  shared ins ights  on
the automot ive  industry ’s  decarbonisat ion
journey:  ‘S ince 2013,  we ’ve  only  been
using renewable  energy. ’  She d iscussed
the implementat ion of  a  c i rcu lar  economy
project  that  recycles  a luminium scrap ,
s igni f icant ly  reducing energy  consumpt ion
and CO2 emissions.  ‘The use of  secondary
aluminium saves up to  95 per  cent  of  the
energy  compared to  pr imary  a luminium, ’
P loszeková expla ined.  The env i ronmental
manager  emphasised the  importance of
smal l ,  incremental  s teps a longside larger
investments  to  mot ivate  ongoing
improvement  and achieve substant ia l
emissions reduct ions.  

Monika Mart išková  f rom the Centra l
European Labour  Studies  Inst i tute  (CELSI)
addressed the  socia l  d imensions of
industr ia l  decarbonisat ion.  She h ighl ighted
the need for  mul t i -s takeholder  d ia logue
and cooperat ion to  ensure  a  fa i r  t ransi t ion
for  workers.  Mart išková noted that  many
Centra l  and Eastern  European countr ies
have a  h igh proport ion of  mul t inat ional
companies ,  which can impact  local
engagement  and socia l  d ia logue.  She
stressed the  importance of  resk i l l ing  and
regional  cooperat ion to  support  workers
through the  t ransi t ion ,  expla in ing that
‘employees lack  informat ion and a  v is ion
for  the  future. ’

Benefits of Decarbonisation
Kateř ina Davidová  re turned to  d iscuss
the co-benef i ts  of  decarbonisat ion ,
c i t ing  studies  that  quant i fy  the
economic and heal th  benef i ts  of
reducing emissions.  She accentuated
the fact  that  the  cost  of  inact ion is
s igni f icant ly  h igher  than the  cost  of  the
t ransi t ion.  The lat ter  offers  substant ia l
sav ings in  heal th  costs ,  improved
agr icu l tura l  y ie lds  and reduced st ra in  on
infrastructure.  Davidová pointed out
that  the  green t ransi t ion  could  br ing
new jobs and economic opportuni t ies ,
creat ing a  posi t ive  overa l l  impact .

This  session underscored the
complex i ty  and urgency of  industr ia l
decarbonisat ion.  Speakers  emphasised
the need for  leadership ,  co l laborat ion
and comprehensive  pol ic ies  to  dr ive  the
transi t ion.  The d iscussions h ighl ighted
both the  chal lenges and the  substant ia l
benef i ts  of  decarbonisat ion ,  re inforc ing
the importance of  cont inued effor ts  to
achieve c l imate  neutra l i ty .

Panel  d iscussion wi th  Michaela  Hletkova Ploszekova ,
Moderator  Mar ianna Evenste in ,  Monika Mart išková ,  Kateř ina
Davidova ,  Mal te  Bornkamm and Carol in  Boßmeyer

https://sk.volkswagen.sk/sk.html
https://www.celsi.sk/en/
https://www.celsi.sk/en/
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The conference guests  were  inv i ted to  round off  the  day  wi th  a  buffet  in  the  re laxed
atmosphere  of  the  neighbour ing courtyard  of  K indl  Ber l in .  



DAY 2
Insights on EU 2040 Targets and
Innovative Entrepreneurship
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The second day of  EUKICON24 focused on the EU 's  2040 c l imate targets  and the
future  of  the energy and c l imate t ransi t ion.  After  another  fu l l  day  of  inspir ing
keynotes,  panel  d iscussions,  and workshops,  the EUKICON came to  a  c lose and was
rounded off  wi th  a  guided tour  through Ber l in ’s  Neuköl ln  d istr ict .  



Keynote by Yvon Slingenberg

Aiming High for a Path to
Energy Independence

The day began with  an in-depth session
on the EU 's  2040 c l imate targets.  This
session featured a  keynote address by
Yvon Sl ingenberg,  Act ing Deputy  Director
at  the European Commission’s  Directorate
General  for  Cl imate Act ion,  fo l lowed by an
engaging panel  d iscussion with  c l imate
pol icy  experts.  Watch the recording of  the
session here.
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On the Path to Climate Neutrality:
EU 2040 Climate Targets

Yvon Sl ingenberg ’ s  keynote  prov ided a
comprehensive  overv iew of  the  European
Commission ’s  recent ly  publ ished
communicat ion and impact  assessment
report  on the  2040 c l imate  targets.  She
highl ighted the  Commission 's
recommendat ion for  a  90-per  cent
reduct ion in  net  emissions by  2040,
re lat ive  to  1990 leve ls .  
Shedding l ight  on the  background to  and
rat ionale  for  set t ing  new c l imate  targets
now,  just  ahead of  the  upcoming
European e lect ions ,  S l ingenberg spoke of
the pressing need for  st rong mit igat ion
and adaptat ion effor ts .  

She under l ined the  urgency of  the
si tuat ion for  Europe as  the  fastest
warming cont inent ,  wi th  the  at tendant
and pervasive  c l imate  r isks  threatening
var ious sectors ,  inc luding energy ,  food
secur i ty  and heal th .
S l ingenberg cal led  at tent ion to  the
importance of  cont inui ty  in  pol icy  and
investment  decis ions to  achieve the
ambit ious 2040 target .  She a lso expla ined
that  achiev ing c l imate  neutra l i ty  by  2050
requi res  s igni f icant  act ion and
investments  now to  avoid  lock- in  to
carbon- intensive  technologies  and
potent ia l  s t randed assets   .  Reaching the
2040 target  would  boost  energy
independence ,  economic res i l ience and
the EU’s  posi t ion  as  the  leader  in  g lobal
c lean technology markets ,  she st ressed  .

Yvon Sl ingenberg hold ing a  keynote

What it Takes to Achieve the
EU 2040 Climate Targets
The panel  d iscussion featured ins ights
from severa l  experts :

Dr Ni ls  Meyer-Ohlendorf ,  Head of
Internat ional  and European Governance
and Senior  Fe l low at  the  Ecologic
Inst i tute ,  addressed the  cr i t ica l
importance of  d i f ferent iat ing between
carbon removals  and reduct ions:  ‘When I
ta lk  about  reduct ions ,  I  mean that  we
must  leave fossi l  fue ls  – coal ,  gas ,  and
oi l  –  in  the  ground where  they  are.  I t 's
not  about  d igging them out ,  burn ing
them,  and removing them.  That  is  a
r isky  st rategy  for  many reasons. ’  

Dr  Meyer -Ohlendorf  in  a  panel  d iscussion ,  to  h is  r ight
Chr istophe Jost  and Mart in  V ladimirov  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lI5e-EIqxQo
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/2040-climate-target_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/2040-climate-target_en
https://www.ecologic.eu/
https://www.ecologic.eu/
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Meyer -Ohlendorf  was a lso emphat ic  that
re ly ing sole ly  on e lect r i f icat ion and
technological  so lut ions is  insuff ic ient ;
emissions prevent ion is  equal ly  cruc ia l
for  achiev ing c l imate  goals  .

Christophe Jost ,  Senior  EU Pol icy
Off icer  at  CEE Bankwatch Network ,
h ighl ighted the  f inancia l  chal lenges ,
ment ioning the  EUR 1.5  t r i l l ion  annual
investment  needed to  meet  the  2040
target :  ‘That ’s  a  huge number   .  […]  We
lack c lar i ty  about  what  comes next .  I
th ink  i t 's  important  to  star t  a  debate
now about  what  investments  are  needed
in  industry  and for  local  author i t ies ,  but
a lso what  resources must  be  put  in
p lace.  The European Commission wi l l
come forward next  year  wi th  a  proposal
for  the  next  mul t iannual  f inancia l
f ramework. ’  He pointed out  the
importance of  capaci ty  bui ld ing and
technical  ass istance ,  par t icu lar ly  for
Centra l  and Eastern  European regions  .

EUKICON24 Report

‘It's all about looking and finding the
investments that are going to modernise
our economies, and, in particular, avoid

lock-in into carbon-intensive
technologies. Those investments would
probably then lead to stranded assets.’ 

– Yvon Slingenberg, European Commission

Mart in  Vladimirov ,  D i rector  of  the
Energy  and Cl imate  Program at  the
Center  for  the  Study of  Democracy ,
emphasised the  need to  focus on
industr ia l  compet i t iveness and counter
energy  poverty  r isks ,  wi th  a  v iew to
br idging the  gap between the  EU 's
proposals  and member  states '  actual
progress on implementat ion  .  

F. l . t . r . :  Chr istophe Jost  and Mart in  V ladimirov  in  a
panel  d iscussion

‘The energy  cr is is  between 2021 and
2022 may have ra ised energy  poverty  by
around 20 mi l l ion  people  across Europe.
This  is  a  key  issue for  us  to  tackle  in
terms of  convinc ing member  states  to
fo l low up on the  implementat ion of  the
2040 targets. ’  

The d iscussion a lso covered the  cr i t ica l
ro le  of  publ ic  t ransport  improvements
and urban design in  reducing
greenhouse gas emissions ,  especia l ly  in
Centra l  and Eastern  Europe ,  where  fu l l
e lect r i f icat ion might  be  chal lenging  .

The session concluded by  sh in ing a
l ight  on the  EU 's  commitment  to
ambit ious c l imate  targets  and the
necessi ty  of  col lect ive  effor ts  across
var ious sectors  and regions.  The
importance of  t ransparent  and object ive
debate  involv ing a l l  s takeholders  was
underscored as  the  means of  ensur ing
that  the  path  to  2040 and beyond is  both
feasib le  and benef ic ia l  for  a l l  European
ci t izens  .  Th is  ins ightfu l  session set  the
stage for  fur ther  d iscussion in  the
subsequent  workshops on how to
implement  these ambit ious targets
effect ive ly  and thereby  ensure  a  just
t ransi t ion  that  leaves no one behind.

https://bankwatch.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwo6GyBhBwEiwAzQTmc8U8eZyiID4qb72vo7pEZdh03IN_pQWws1DHXJjmL4EZY-9-rCsMthoCWbwQAvD_BwE
https://csd.eu/


Featur ing keynote speaker  L iv ia
Kalossaka,  th is  insightful  session delved
into  innovat ive  approaches and the
cr i t ical  ro le  of  entrepreneurship  in
advancing c l imate act ion.  The
inspirat ional  speech and exchange can be
viewed in  fu l l  onl ine.
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Future of the Energy and Climate
Transition

Bursting Bubbles for Climate Action 
Kalossaka noted:  ‘We need more
networks ,  more  accelerators  and more
incubators  to  he lp  these ideas take
shape. ’
She accentuated the  cr i t ica l  ro le  of
entrepreneurs  in  prov id ing solut ions
rather  than merely  vo ic ing cr i t iques ,
stat ing:  ‘What  entrepreneurs  do is  show
a solut ion to  th is  cr i t ique. ’

Innovation and Entrepreneurship
for a Sustainable Future
Liv ia  Kalossaka  gave a  perspect ive -
shi f t ing  keynote.  The Cl imate  Lead at  the
Creat ive  Destruct ion Lab ,  EU Young Energy
Champion of  2023 and PhD-t ra ined
mater ia ls  sc ient ist  shared her  unique
journey  f rom academia to
entrepreneurship.  Kalossaka emphasised
the importance of  innovat ion and the  need
to burst  bubbles  to  foster  col laborat ion
and progress on c l imate  act ion.
She began her  keynote  by  drawing an
analogy wi th  bubbles ,  expla in ing that
society  of ten funct ions wi th in  iso lated
bubbles  that  h inder  comprehensive
understanding and col laborat ion.  
Kalossaka addressed the  perceived gap
between the  business sector  and c iv i l
society  when i t  comes to  c l imate  act ion.
She cal led  for  greater  cooperat ion and
highl ighted the  importance of  prov id ing
access to  resources and networks to
foster  innovat ion across Europe.

Liv ia  Kalossaka hold ing a  keynote

Disrupting the Status Quo
Kalossaka st ressed the  s igni f icance of
innovat ion and entrepreneurship  in
addressing c l imate  chal lenges.  Point ing
out  the  need for  d isrupt ive  innovat ions ,
she stated:  ‘We need d isrupt ive
innovat ions because we have l ights ,  not
because we’ re  cont inuously  improving on
candles ,  r ight? ’    She shared examples of
star t -ups making s igni f icant  headway wi th
c l imate  technology ,  such as  Vul t id is ,
which integrates  solar  panels  into
greenhouses to  make farmers  energy-
independent ,  and Genomines ,  which uses
bioengineered p lants  to  ext ract  n ickel
f rom soi l   .
Kalossaka a lso under l ined the  importance
of  pol ic ies  that  prov ide long- term stabi l i ty
for  star t -ups ,  enabl ing them to  scale  the i r
solut ions effect ive ly .  She recognised the
att ract ion of  Europe 's  regulatory
envi ronment  and s ingle  market  v is ion to
star t -ups ,  but  a lso addressed the  need for
consistent  long- term pol ic ies  to  support
business decis ions and investments   .

‘One thing we can do is to promote access.
This conference is an excellent example of
giving people access to resources. In the

same way, we need to encourage people to
take a leap forward and to be innovators.’ 
– Livia Kalossaka, Creative Destruction Lab

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g0VWTwtO-w
https://creativedestructionlab.com/


Energy Transition and Climate-Neutral Buildings
28.3%

Sustainable Economy
22.5%

Removals and Sinks
18.5%

Just Transition
15.6%

Climate-Neutral Mobility
15%

The audience received an update  on the
ongoing 8th  EUKI  Cal l  for  Pro ject  Ideas.
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News for the EUKI Community

Elsa Benhöfer ,  EUKI  Academy
Coordinator ,  then informed the audience
about  severa l  upcoming events  designed
to support  the  EUKI  Community  through
knowledge-shar ing and network ing.  ‘The
next  EUKICON is  scheduled for  2026,  but
in  the  meant ime there  wi l l  be  mul t ip le
t ra in ing courses ,  webinars ,  and
regional/nat ional  conferences ,  the  next
one being a  Pol ish  network ing event  in
autumn 2024, ’  she said.  Another  event
is  p lanned for  Bulgar ia  and Romania  in
ear ly  2025.  ‘We wi l l  a lso organise  a
second study  tour  to  Brussels ,  a
network ing conference for  the  Western
Balkans ,  and an event  in  the  Czech
Republ ic , ’  she announced.  The EUKI
Academy Coordinator  urged the
community  to  share  the i r  needs and take
advantage of  the  Academy’s  offer ings.
Those interested in  upcoming EUKI
Academy events  are  encouraged to
check the  EUKI  websi te  regular ly  and
subscr ibe  to  the  EUKI  newslet ter ,  which
wi l l  a lso publ ic ise  for thcoming events.

Audrey Mathieu ,  Pol icy  Off icer  in  the
Div is ion of  European Cl imate  Pol icy
responsib le  for  the  European Cl imate
In i t iat ive  at  the  Federa l  Min ist ry  for
Economic Affa i rs  and Cl imate  Act ion
(BMWK) ,  informed the audience about  the
last  ca l l  for  pro ject  ideas.  She shared that
there  were  231 appl icat ions f rom al l  over
Europe ,  a  28-per  cent  increase compared
with  the  last  ca l l .  Besides the  quant i ty ,
Mathieu a lso acknowledged the  h igh
qual i ty  of  the  pro ject  proposals.
Appl icants  are  expected to  be informed
about  the  decis ion in  July .  Short l is ted
projects  wi l l  need to  submit  the i r  fu l l
appl icat ions by  mid-August .  The 9th  ca l l
for  ideas is  set  to  be  issued at  the  end of
November  2024.  

Audrey  Mathieu and E lsa  Benhöfer  shar ing news wi th
the EUKI  Community

Distribution of EUKI Topics
The submissions were  fa i r ly  evenly
dist r ibuted across the  s ix  EUKI  topic
c lusters.
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“Keep up the Great Work!”

Wrap-Up by Ulrike Leis
Final ly ,  on  behal f  of  the  EUKI  Secretar iat ,
EUKI  Deputy  Di rector  Ulr ike Leis  s incere ly
thanked a l l  par t ic ipants ,  speakers  and
organisers  for  making the  event  a  great
success.  She noted the  spi r i t  of
col laborat ion and innovat ion ,  and
encouraged the  inspi rat ional  par t ic ipants
to  dr ive  forward c l imate  act ion across
Europe.  ‘ In  t imes of  pol i t ica l  uncerta inty
and the  escalat ing threat  of  c l imate
change,  the  EUKI  Community  stands as  a
beacon of  hope and res i l ience.  This
conference has underscored the
importance of  coming together  to
exchange knowledge,  forge partnerships
and develop innovat ive  st rategies  for
tackl ing the  pressing chal lenges of  our
t ime, ’  sa id  Le is  in  her  c los ing remarks.  For
her ,  the  d iverse agenda of  the  EUKI
Network ing Conference 2024 h ighl ighted
the mult i faceted nature  of  c l imate  act ion ,
f rom pol icy  d iscussions to  local  in i t iat ives
and technological  advances.  She urged the
EUKI  Community  to  reta in  a  spi r i t  of
col laborat ion and innovat ion ,  us ing the i r
st rengths to  accelerate  the  green
transi t ion  and bui ld  a  susta inable  future.

Ulr ike  Le is  c los ing the  conference



OUTCOMES OF 
THE EUKICON WORKSHOPS
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The EUKICON inc luded a  ser ies  of  interact ive  workshops,  each prov id ing va luable
ins ights  and recommendat ions on var ious aspects  of  c l imate  act ion.  These workshops
were led  by  experts  f rom EUKI  pro jects ,  and you can f ind a  summary  of  the i r  key
outcomes below.  When shar ing the i r  workshop resul ts  on stage ,  the  experts
col lect ive ly  h ighl ighted the  important  ro le  of  community  engagement ,  innovat ive
solut ions and robust  pol icy  f rameworks in  dr iv ing the  t ransi t ion  to  a  susta inable ,
c l imate-neutra l  future.
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Energy Community Impacts
This  workshop emphasised the  ro le  of
local  energy  communit ies  in  mit igat ing
energy  poverty .  Faci l i tated by  Ivan Dui lo
f rom the Society  for  Susta inable
Development  in  Croat ia ,  i t  featured key
presentat ions on the  goals  and
achievements  of  EUKI  pro jects  LoGyCo
and SunShar ing .  Part ic ipants  engaged in
group act iv i t ies  to  design hypothet ica l
energy  communit ies ,  focusing on
technology ,  funding and revenue
dist r ibut ion.  The workshop underscored
the importance of  stakeholder
engagement  and demonstrated successfu l
examples of  smart  technical  so lut ions
and f inancing models.

This  workshop addressed the  potent ia l
for  generat ing offshore  wind energy  in
the Bal t ic ,  Adr iat ic  and Black Seas.
Moderated by  Stanis lav  Anastasov ,
Chai rman of  the  Envi ronment  Committee
at  the  Bulgar ian Nat ional  Assembly ,  and
Pawel  Czyzak ,  Regional  Lead at  EMBER,
d iscussions centred on regulatory
f rameworks ,  env i ronmental
susta inabi l i ty  and inf rastructure
requi rements.  Part ic ipants  ident i f ied
key  act ions such as  improving
stakeholder  communicat ion ,  developing
onshore  inf rastructure  and addressing
ecological  r isks.  

Unlocking Offshore 
Wind Potential
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Methane - Tackling the Invisible
Threat to Our Climate
This  workshop int roduced part ic ipants  to
the sources and impacts  of  methane
emissions ,  a long wi th  mit igat ion
strategies.  Faci l i tators  Mihai  Sto ica  and
Raul  Cazan f rom the associat ion 2Cels ius
inv i ted guest  speakers  f rom the
Envi ronmental  Defense Fund and Clean
Air  Task Force to  share  the i r  knowledge.
A s igni f icant  part  of  the  d iscussion
revolved around using sate l l i te  data  to
improve emission inventor ies.  An
interact ive  SWOT analys is  explored the
potent ia l  of  methane pr ic ing in  the  energy
sector ,  reveal ing genera l  support  for  the
idea ,  subject  to  consumer  pr ice  burdens
and other  weaknesses being addressed.

This  workshop showcased the  potent ia l
of  AI  and machine learn ing for
improving energy  management.  I t  was
led by  Hanna Lewandowska f rom the
munic ipal i ty  of  Bydgoszcz in  Poland and
AI  researcher  Dr  Lynn Kaack.  Examples
of  AI  appl icat ions inc luded the  use of
robot ic  process automat ion (RPA)  for
energy  data  analys is  in  Bydgoszcz.
Part ic ipants  bra instormed ideas for
enhancing s imi lar  systems wi th  machine
learn ing to  opt imise energy  use and
detect  i r regular i t ies.  They  emphasised
the need for  cont inuous updates and
col laborat ive  f rameworks .

Digital Innovation and
Machine Learning in 
Energy Data Management
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From 10 to 55

This  workshop d iscussed the
performance gap between predicted and
actual  energy  sav ings.  I t  was led  by
experts  in  bui ld ing eff ic iency  and EU
pol icy  f rameworks.  Faci l i tators  and
part ic ipants  agreed on Bui ld ing
Renovat ion Passports  (BRPs)  as  a
solut ion for  improving energy  eff ic iency
in  publ ic  bui ld ings.  Part ic ipants
discussed the  chal lenges and
opportuni t ies  for  local  author i t ies  when
i t  comes to  implement ing BRPs and
recommended that  pr ior i ty  be  g iven to
developing the  capaci ty  of  local  s taff
and secur ing suff ic ient  f inancia l
support   .

Enabling the Renovation Wave
- Renovation Passports and
the Performance Gap

This  workshop explored how chi ldren and
young people  can contr ibute  to  c l imate
neutra l i ty  in  the i r  communit ies  through
science ,  ar t  and democracy.  Workshop
faci l i tator  Ev i  Tzanakaki  f rom the Centre
for  Renewable  Energy  Sources and Saving
referenced EUKI  pro ject  Eleusis  as  an
example.  D iscussions h ighl ighted the
importance of  empower ing youth  through
local  in i t iat ives ,  schools  and NGOs.
Var ious tools  such as  local  forums,
compet i t ions and d ig i ta l  p lat forms were
ident i f ied ,  a long wi th  ro le  models  such as
inf luencers  and ar t is ts ,  wi th  a  v iew to
engaging chi ldren on c l imate  act ion.  The
ul t imate  a im is  to  bui ld  a  c l imate-neutra l
future  af ter  the  -55%   emissions target  for
2030.  

© Laura  Kar l in  |  WWF F in land:  Chi ldren Hold ing up S igns
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Crafting Local Strategies for
Climate Neutrality

Shaping the Future for Coal
Regions in Transition
Faci l i tated by  Mateusz Kowal ik  f rom the
Pol ish  Green Network ,  th is  workshop
tackled the  complex  t ransi t ion  to  a  just
phase-out  of  coal .  Part ic ipants  d iscussed
strategies  for  a  susta inable  future  in
coal -dependent  regions ,  focusing on
pol i t ica l  wi l l ,  employment  and effect ive
communicat ion.  They  emphasised the
need for  f inancia l  support  for  smal l
enterpr ises ,  l i fe long learn ing and robust
NGO engagement  to  ensure  a  just
t ransi t ion.

This  workshop was led by  local
government  off ic ia ls  and c l imate  pol icy
experts  Ewa Iwaszuk f rom Ecologic
Inst i tute ,  and Iwona Korohoda and
Izabela  Kuśnierz ,  both  f rom the
Associat ion of  Munic ipal i t ies  Pol ish
Network  "Energ ie  Ci tés" .  They  prov ided
strategies  for  local  author i t ies  to
achieve c l imate  neutra l i ty .  Key
discussion topics  inc luded pol icy
f rameworks ,  s takeholder  engagement
and innovat ive  local  so lut ions.  The
workshop h ighl ighted the  importance of
regional  cooperat ion and shared
successfu l  case studies  f rom var ious
European c i t ies   .
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Socially Fair and Ambitious
NECPS

Enhancing Impact - Learning
to Estimate Your Project’s
Emission Reductions

This  workshop focused on ident i fy ing
governance and stakeholder  engagement
def ic i ts  in  the  Nat ional  Energy  and
Cl imate  Plans (NECPs) ,  addressing the
energy  issues exacerbated by  Russia ’s
war  in  Ukra ine.  I t  was led  by  Ruslan
Stefanov f rom the Center  for  the  Study of
Democracy.  Part ic ipants  ranked country -
speci f ic  gaps ,  vu lnerabi l i t ies  and
chal lenges ,  tak ing into  account  energy
secur i ty  and socia l  aspects.  The
workshop prov ided ins ights  into
strengthening stakeholder  engagement
and enhancing inc lus iv i ty  of  publ ic
d iscourse on energy  and c l imate  pol ic ies.
Key  recommendat ions inc luded hold ing
ear ly  and more inc lus ive  stakeholder
consul tat ions ,  promot ing t ransparent  and
cost -effect ive  measures ,  and ensur ing
transparency in  data  model l ing.

Faci l i tated by  Stefan Wehner  f rom the
greenwerk  and Sven Feige f rom
Perspect ives  Cl imate  Group,  th is
workshop centred on methods of
est imat ing and report ing emission
reduct ions for  c l imate  pro jects.
Part ic ipants  were  d iv ided into  groups to
discuss cases f rom thei r  work ,  wi th  the
aim of  leveraging col lect ive  expert ise  to
address chal lenges in  est imat ing
emission reduct ions.  Key  topics
inc luded understanding d i rect  versus
indi rect  c l imate  impacts ,  se lect ing
sui table  methodologies  for
quant i f icat ion ,  and handl ing data
avai labi l i ty  issues.  Pract ica l  case
studies  were  used to  i l lust rate  these
concepts ,  prov id ing part ic ipants  wi th
concrete  steps for  improving the i r
pro ject ’s  greenhouse gas mit igat ion
assessment       .
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Audience applauding
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